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100 Club - The November winners Margaret and
Brian were in Church when the draw was made
which made it easy for me to immediately give
them their £10. The draw for one of the £50
prizes will be made in Church on December 4th.
So far we have 57 contributors to the 100 Club
so a few more would be welcome. If I have the
annual membership of £10 by December 4th you
would be in for a £50 draw. Norman
Our ‘Easyfundraising’  3rd quarterly payment
amounted to £71.88 and so far this year we have
received a total of £152.15 which is wonderful.
A big thank-you to all who have contributed to
this figure and can we encourage others to see
if their on-line shopping could be done using this
method. If you need to know more there is a link
on our website or get in touch with Chris Ford.
On the subject of fundraising…
June Schroeder who is our link
with the ‘Children’s Society‘ writes
to say that This year the boxes
raised £80 for the Childrens Society.
This is from 6 boxes. She has spare boxes if
anyone would like one to fill with loose change
(or notes) during the course of the year. If you
would like to know more about this excellent
children’s charity their website is at:-
www.childrenssociety.org.uk and if you would
like to have a box just get in touch with June.
And…………
Patricia Strong  has written to let us know
about her ’Pudsey’ collection.
“I have counted the collection from Pudsey Bear
from the people at Church & the other days &
we got £43.72. Then from my friends, family it

went up to £87.72; so I then made it up to £100.
Which is so much more to what I normally pay
in & I would like to say a very big thank you for
helping me to send so much more off this year
to a very special appeal.
I got more interested this year when I heard the
news that there are over 4,000 children that do
not have a bed to sleep in,  they only sleep on
the floor or with their mum & dad or with their
sibling on the sofa. Can you believe it, if that is
how you had to sleep your children every night?
It is just unbelievable to think about. So again a
big thank you to everyone for there help.
And finally on this topic…………..
The quiz night that we held in aid of the
‘tearfund’ was a great deal of fun and (with
other donations) raised a total of £300. In
addition some £88 was raised for the church.
Our thanks go to all those that attended and /
or helped with the arrangements. If you were
unable to be at the quiz but would like to make
a donation it is still possible to do so at:-
Justgiving/pewtalkbqn.
This year our Methodist friends have
arranged for the Christian Children’s
entertainer ‘Doug Horley’ to give a show on
Saturday 10th December  from 3.30-5pm. If you
have children that would like to attend please
R.S.V.P. to the event on the Linford Toddler
facebook page.
As this is the last issue of PEWTALK for this
year I would like to thank all our readers and
contributors and wish you all a very happy
Christmas .     Chris Ford - Editor

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be with
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory
As I sit to write my reflection for the December edition of Pewtalk I do so after
an extremely busy last day of the Churches year. Sunday 20th November
was the Festival of Christ the King and brings the churches year to an end.
It is a festival where we are invited to look back and think about all that we
have learnt about the life of Jesus over the last 12 months and to look forward
to when Jesus Kingdom will come to fruition in the fullness of time.

In years previous the last Sunday before Advent was known as ‘Stir up Sunday’
because the prayer for that day included the quote, “Stir up, we beseech thee, O
Lord, the wills of thy faithful people.’ The people thus inspired went home from
church and made their Christmas puddings…….so at Church on Stir up Sunday
we made a Christmas pudding and everybody in the congregation helped to stir
the pudding, taking care to stir it in a East to West direction, thus representing the
journey of the Wise Men to come and worship the new born infant King.
Christmas pudding made and it was off to Chelmsford Cathedral in the afternoon where a member

of our congregation was confirmed by Bishop Guli at the Christ the
King Confirmation Service. It was a wonderful occasion for all the
confirmation candidates, their family and friends and the parish
ministers who had prepared them for this significant moment in their
journeys of faith. Many congratulations to Joseph.

A busy last Sunday of the churches year and now we move ahead to the preparations for
Christmas. They begin on Sunday 27th November, the First Sunday of Advent. The word Advent
comes from the Latin 'Adventus' which means 'arrival'. As we journey through advent we look back
to the arrival of the baby born in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago and look forward to the promised
return of our Saviour Jesus at a time as yet unknown.
Every Sunday in Advent we will light a new candle on the advent wreath which
helps to increase our sense of anticipation and we look forward to the 'Christlight',
the white candle at the centre of the wreath, being lit in the very first minutes of
Christmas Morning at the midnight communion service on Christmas Eve.
If you would like to join us as part of your preparation for Christmas we would
be pleased to see you at any of the following:
At St Catherine’s: ‘Come and make a Christingle’ - Sunday 4th December 2.30pm. Children
will learn the story of Christingle as they make their own and the session will conclude with the
Christingles being lit at 3.30pm. Children must be accompanied and places must be booked
in advance.
At St Catherine’s: ‘Christmas Coffee Morning’ - Saturday 10th December, 9.30am to 12 noon.
Refreshments, craft stalls, cake stall, books and bric a brac, Teddy tombola, 100 Club Christmas
Draw and the decorating of the Christmas Tree.



At St Catherine’s: ‘Carols & Candlelight Service’ - Sunday 18th December, 6pm with The
Grays Town Brass Band. Service followed by mulled wine & mince pies.
At St Francis: ‘Community Support Drop-in with Christmas Carols’ - Wednesday 21st
December 11am.
At St Catherine’s: ‘Christmas Eve Crib Service’ - Saturday 24th December 3pm. Children can
come dressed as angels, shepherds or wise men and help to set the stable scene.
At St Catherine’s: ‘Christmas Eve Holy Communion’ - Saturday 24th December 11.30pm
At St Catherine’s: ‘Christmas Day Celebration with Holy Communion’  - Sunday 25th

December 10am.
To book places for the ‘Come and make a Christingle ‘ session you can either email me at:
mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk or call me on 01375 671754/07749303622.
However you prepare for Christmas and however you will be observing the celebration of Christ’s
birth I hope and pray that it will be a time of blessing for everyone.

May the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
 and the peace of the Christ-child

be yours this Christmas.

Every Blessing to all, Revd Michèle

The ‘Samaritans Purse’ shoebox appeal
For many years the Parish has supported this appeal which aims to give a
shoebox of small presents to children for whom the box may be their only gift
at Christmas. Sheila and I used to enjoy buying toys toothpaste soap hair
clips sweets etc. and add lovely scarves and gloves made by Pam England.
The Covid pandemic and revised lists of what could be included in a box has
made it more difficult to shop individually.

Michele came up with an excellent suggestion. Listed approved items for shoeboxes were taken
to Church and on the dedicated Sunday the congregation sat at tables in Church and having been
told the age of their Boy or Girl each table prepared a box. It was a lovely friendly service and six
boxes were prepared in Church. Some members of our congregation had prepared their own
boxes and others had given money  for the preparation of a box by Samaritans Purse.
In all 26 Boxes were blessed by Michele and sent from the Parish. Some boxes had a barcode
so we will hopefully hear where they were sent.



I understand that this year  the appeal was  hoping to concentrate on gifts for children in the
Ukraine and neighbouring countries of Moldova and Belarus.
Usually we are able to see heart warming videos of children opening their boxes often early in
December when many European countries celebrate St.Nicholas Day.
Thanks to everyone for their generosity in supporting Samaritans Purse.

Norman

Gaia Exhibition at Chelmsford Cathedral

Gaia is a touring artwork by UK artist Luke Jerram Co-commissioned by Light Night
Wigan and Quays Culture.
Measuring six metres in diameter and created from 120dpi detailed NASA imagery of the

Earth's surface  the artwork provides the opportunity to see our planet, floating in three
dimensions
 at a scale of about 1 centimetre  to 8 kilometres.
When viewed from a distance of 692 ft, Gaia is the same size as the Earth seen from the
Moon.
In Greek mythology, Gaia was the goddess of Earth, mother of all life.Gaia was the great
mother of all creation.
Since the 1970s James Lovelock developed the Gaia hypothesis. As originally conceived
the 'Gaia' concept envisages the Earth as a super-organism that operates to regulate its own
environment, principally temperature, to keep it habitable for the biosphere
The installation aims to create a sense of the Overview Effect, which was first described by
author Frank White in 1987. Common features of the experience for astronauts are a feeling
of awe for the planet, a profound understanding of the interconnection of all life, and a
renewed sense of responsibility for taking care of the environment.
The Overview Effect talks about the experience of astronauts who saw the planet from space
to realise the sense of responsibility towards the environment. In an effort to ensure the large
sections of public take home the learning of Overview Effect, Jerram used precise imagery
from NASA’s Visible Earth series to “make the artwork seem as authentic and realistic as
possible to give the public the opportunity to see how our planet looks from space. For most



people, this will be their most intimate, personal and closest encounter they will ever have
with the whole of our planet.
Floating Earth also prompts the difficult discussions we all need to have about climate
change and what we, as individuals and wider society, can do to make our lifestyles
more sustainable. The installation is presented with a surround-sound composition by
Dan Jones.
Jerram’s expectation from his audience, “to wake up, and change our behaviour. We
need to quickly make the changes necessary, to prevent runaway climate change.
There really is no Planet B!” rings a ‘loud’ bell before another catastrophe hits the hu-
man tribe.

Jeannie and I had the pleasure of visiting the exhibition at Chelmsford Cathedral. An
inspiring experience with the feeling of how small we are in relationship to the world we
live in, and how valuable our resources are,  which needs our protection now, to pre-
serve our environment for our families and future generations.

With Blessings

Kathy

90 years of broadcasting the Royal Christmas Messages - by Tim Lenton
This year we shall have our first Royal Christmas Message from
King Charles III.  He follows in a tradition that spans three
generations.
It was 90 years ago, on 25th December 1932, that the first Royal
Christmas Message was broadcast on radio. King George V
addressed the nation live from Sandringham. A quarter of a century
later, on 25th December 1957, the Christmas message by Queen
Elizabeth II was televised for the first time.
King George V had been asked to broadcast a Christmas message
in 1922, but at the time he felt that radio was for entertainment, and

therefore not suitable. Ten years later, after a visit to the BBC, he was persuaded otherwise,
and agreed to do it as part of the inauguration of the new Empire Service (now the World
Service).
The time chosen was 3pm because it was the best time for reaching most countries in the
Empire. In fact the first message started five minutes late and lasted only two and a half
minutes, but it made a massive impact and established itself as a regular Christmas Day
event.
Edward VIII never delivered a Christmas broadcast, but King George VI continued the
tradition, using it to encourage people during the second world war. Queen Elizabeth II
broadcast her first Christmas message in 1952, again from a room at Sandringham, and



five years later agreed that her Christmas message could be televised – live. She proved to be
a natural broadcaster.
But times changed, and in 1960 the message was pre-recorded from Buckingham Palace, which
meant that it could be sent to Commonwealth countries for broadcast at a convenient time.
However, the 3pm UK broadcast continued every year – except 1969, when the Queen wrote a
message instead, believing that the Royal Family had received enough exposure with the TV
documentary Royal Family, which had aired in the summer.
But the tradition was resumed the following year. The Christmas message is now also available
each year as a podcast and can be seen through Facebook and YouTube. King Charles III is
expected to give his first Christmas message this year.

The Incarnation:
fearfully and wonderfully made

(by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute
for Science and Religion in Cambridge.)

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.   Psalm 139:15-16
You began life as a single cell. For a few hours you were a miniscule but highly complex blob
of jelly, until it began to divide: two cells, four, eight, sixteen, a ball, a hollow ball, and then
something more recognisably like a living organism. You were still tiny, but developing a
nervous system, a head, a body, arms and legs.
Until recently I hadn’t thought much about Jesus being an embryo. Somehow, I find that
thought even more shocking than His birth. How could God, who made the universe, have
become something so completely and utterly vulnerable? Maybe in the past, when the
development of a child happened in ‘secret’, it was possible just to let that part of the Christmas
story go untold.
Today, when we see images of a developing child, or even embryos outside the womb, it is
harder to ignore the process of Jesus developing into a baby. The incarnation meant that
God’s Son went through all the stages in the diagram in my developmental biology textbook:
‘zygote’, ‘morula’, ‘blastocyst’, implantation, and so on.
Jesus was there in the beginning, and all life owes its existence to Him.  But instead of
remaining aloof, He chose to become one of us. The Son of God shared the same kind of
DNA as every other organism on the planet. He knows what it feels like to have a body, to
feel hungry and thirsty, pain and pleasure, dark and light.



The November PCC meeting
The PCC met on  the 21st November at St. Francis and dealt with the following matters.
 1. Colin Strong reported that he was still trying to get agreement from the council
  for the pruning of the trees that overhang the village green area.
 2. Norman reported on the parish finances and after some discussion our
  contribution to the Diocese for 2013 was determined.
 3. PCC members needed more time to consider the Eco-church questionnaire and
  it was agreed to follow up in the New Year.
 4. The members who had met with Stephanie Lavis to develop our fire risks
  assessments explained the measures that Stephanie had suggested should be
  done.
  It was reported that the boilers had had their annual service and arrangements
  were being made for the fire extinguishers annual inspection.
 5. It was noted that 20 shoe boxes had been taken to the collection centre.
 6. Revd. Michèle outlined her plans for the Christmas services and events and
  these were agreed. They are noted elsewhere in this magazine.
 7. It was agreed that the next meeting would be on 23rd January 2023.

Lord’s Prayer, updated
I had been teaching my three-year-old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord’s Prayer. For several evenings
at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the prayer. Finally, she decided to go
solo. I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word right up to the end of the
prayer. Then she implored: “and lead us not into temptation but deliver us some e-mail.”

In Psalm 139, the writer is meditating on God’s intimate knowledge of him, which began when
he was an embryo. There is nothing God doesn’t know about him, and even darkness cannot
obscure him from God’s sight. The incarnation means that God’s intimacy with us now extends
even further. He became one of us, lived alongside us, and shared our very fragile material
nature.
The transcendent God is also immanent, longing for us to relate to Him as Father. He became
as fragile as we are so He could rescue us from the messes we so often find ourselves in.
With His help, we can remember what it means to be fearfully and wonderfully made.
Reproduced by permission from Merry Christmas Everyone: A festive feast of stories, poems
and reflection, Edited by Wendy H. Jones, Amy Robinson & Jane Clamp (Association of
Christian Writers, 2018)





PARISH DIARY FOR  DECEMBER
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments. Please see our
weekly newsletter for the latest information. It can be found on our

Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

       1 Dec  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

       4 Dec    2nd Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s     10.00am

       ‘Come and make a Christingle’ workshop & service
at St. Catherine’s     2.30pm-3.30pm

        5 Dec Bible study and fellowship group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon
        7 Dec   Morning Prayer at St. Francis       10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        8 Dec Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
      10 Dec Christmas coffee morning with stalls at St. Catherine’s    9.30am-12.30pm

      11 Dec    3rd Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s                9.30am

      12 Dec Bible study and fellowship group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon
      14 Dec    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      15 Dec  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      18 Dec    4th Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

   Carols & Candlelight with Grays Town Band
at St. Catherine’s       6.00pm

      21 Dec    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop in’ with carols at 11am 10.30am-noon
      22 Dec  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

24 Dec   Christmas Eve
   Children’s Crib Service       3.00pm
   First Communion of Christmas at St. Catherine’s  11.30pm

      25 Dec    CHRISTMAS DAY
‘All age’ Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

      29 Dec    Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during November

There were no life events during November



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 3.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 3.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com
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